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ment in the December of 1916, had Mr. Balfour or .lie 10 Downing
Labour leaders refused to join it.   It is at least probate Street,
that neither Lord Curzon, Lord Robert Cecil, Mr. Walter December
Long nor Mr. Austen Chamberlain would have served 3rc
under the present Prime Minister if their old chief had
stood out at that moment, and I doubt if Mr. Sonar Law
or Lord Carson, even with the assistance of a large body
of the Press, could have succeeded in the task.

To transfer the allegiance of the majority of the
Parliamentary Labour Party from one combination to
another was easier of achievement after the promises
made than I had supposed, and Mr. Balfour acquiesced.
After this defection it would have been difficult, if not
impossible, for my husband to carry on the Government.

The situation of our soldiers fighting abroad was too
anxious to contemplate fighting for himself at home, and
on the 5th, after consultation with other colleagues, he
sent in his resignation to the King.

To a man of Henry's type, the knowledge of what
others were suffering would always preclude him from
thinking of himself, nor is it a topic he can ever be accused
of dwelling upon. It is certain that one Prime Minister
could not have retained office throughout the whole
period of the War, and, as long as a war is won, it matters
little to the right sort of Commander who claims the credit
for it.

My husband fell on the battle-field surrounded by
civilians and soldiers whom he had fought for, and saved ;
some of whom owed him not only their reputations and
careers, but their very existence. Only a handful of
faithful men remained by his side to see whether he was
killed or wounded, and on the 7th of December Mr.
Lloyd George became Prime Minister.

Among the many amusing and pathetic letters we
received at that time, was the following, from one of our
Junior Liberal Whips. It was dated December 8th, 1916;
and ended: